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By KEVIN SHAFFER
Consider the naming of the Swink girls’ basketball senior as the 
Southeast Power Team of the Month more of a lifetime award. Yes, 
the Lions basketball team is again at the top of the 2A Santa Fe 
conference standings and having another banner season, but the 
talented senior class is approaching the end of a tremendous four-
year run and the award recognizes their hard work and achieve-
ment over that period.

The group of Brianna Denton, Kyla O’Neal, Tierra Holland, 
Courtney Estrada and Alyssa Chavez has been responsible for 74 
wins including a sterling 50-2 record inside the Santa Fe confer-
ence. They’ve captured three district tournament titles and are 
favored to land a fourth next month. The Lions have also won re-
gional championships twice leading to a pair of state tournament 
appearances.

Curt Lewis has been the Head Coach since the quintet stepped 
on the high school campus at the start of the 2015-16 school year. 
“They have a great commitment, a great work ethic and are very 
loyal to our team and program” said Lewis. “When this journey is 
over, I want them to reflect on the relationships and memories they 
made and say it was a special time and special team”.

At press time, the Lions had won 12 of 13 games on the season 
including a perfect 9-0 record against Santa Fe league opponents. 
They were ranked 3rd in Class 2A in a very recent CHSAA basket-
ball poll.

BRIANNA DENTON
• Averaged at least 11.5 points each year in high school including 

a team leading 17.6 this season
• Through 11 games this season has totaled 1,196 career points 

with at least 300 points in each of first three years
• Career totals of 489 rebounds, 229 steals and 162 assists

KYLA O’NEAL
• Career averages of 10.4 points, 3.2 assists, 7.2 rebounds and 

3.2 steals
• Has a chance to reach 1,000 career points this season; through 

11 games this year has 843
• Career totals of 584 rebounds, 261 assists and 257 steals 

TIERRA HOLLAND
• Surpassed the 400-career point total earlier this year
• 330 career rebounds including at least 115 each of the past two 

years
• Career totals of 151 steals and 127 assists

COURTNEY ESTRADA
• Registered career bests of 11.6 points and 7 rebounds as a ju-

nior
• Closing in on 600 career points (551 through 11 games this sea-

son)
• Career totals of 373 rebounds, 82 steals and 40 assists

ALYSSA CHAVEZ
• Played in 56 games in career (through 11 games this season)
• Career totals of 110 points and 80 rebounds

Southeast Power Team of 
the Month: Swink Girls 
Basketball Senior Class

The Swink senior class has won 72 games and lost just 13 during the past four 
years and hope to make their third state tournament appearance later this 
season.  Pictured left to right:  Brianna Denton, Kyla O’Neal, Tierra Holland, 
Alyssa Chavez and Courtney Estrada. Swink Schools
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By JOHN CONTRERAS
With Kit Carson bearing down on a possible third consecutive state 
championship, the comparisons with the most successful girls’ bas-
ketball team in Colorado history have started.  The Wildcats are 
trying to chase down the remarkable effort put together by the Mc-
Clave Cardinals from 2004-2006.  That group won three straight 
state championship trophies and toppled all 75 opponents along 
the way.  The 2007 group added three more victories to start the 
season to set a state record of 78 straight wins which still stands 
today.  It broke the previous record of 74 in-a-row set by Mache-
beuf from 1980-83.
Kit Carson opened this season with 50 consecutive wins on the 
strength of back-to-back 25-0 seasons.  Should they run the table 
the rest of the way and win a third championship trophy, the Wild-
cats can stretch their winning streak to 75 straight and then set 
their sights on a new record early next year.

BUILDING MCCLAVE INTO A POWERHOUSE
Ground work for McClave’s dominating run actually began in 1995 
under the leadership of head coach Scott Gadd and assistant Dick 
Peecher. The Cardinals had won just two games in three years be-
fore the duo took over.

“In our first year, we went 10-10 but we had to battle the likes 
of Granada and Cheraw who had some good teams at that time,” 
Peecher recalled.

In the fourth season under the two coaches (1999), McClave 

used a shot at the buzzer to knock off Granada and advance to the 
state tournament for the first time in the program’s history. They 
went on to earn a respectable third place finish.

The next season, Peecher took over head coaching duties and 
things started to rumble for the Cardinals. According to Peecher, 
the success was the result of endless hours of working with the ju-
nior high program, taking teams to camps; just living and breathing 
basketball.

2004
The first of the three consecutive state championship clubs ended 
several years of frustration for Peecher and the players. The Car-
dinals had placed third again in 2001 and then reached the state 
finals in 2002 and 2003 before falling to Merino (58-41) and Eads 
(41-38) respectively. Over that two-year stretch, McClave won 43 
games and dropped just six but those two teams set the stage for 
McClave’s dominating run.

The Cardinals broke through for the first state title with a con-
vincing 61-45 victory over Julesburg to finish off a perfect 25-0 
season. In the finals, McClave led by just one point (36-35) with 
a minute left in the third quarter but a three-pointer by Bethany 
Peecher right before the buzzer gave the Cardinals a 39-36 lead 
and some momentum entering the final quarter.

McClave then opened the fourth quarter with 13 straight points 
for a 52-36 advantage on their way to the first Gold Ball. 10 players 
scored in a very balanced attack led by sophomore Mallory Cline 

Record-
Setting
Run

for Mcclave 
Girls in the 

Early 2000’s



COLORADO PREPS    JANUARY 2019    COLORADOPREPS.COM 5

with 13. Four-year starter Lenay Goble, a senior post, tossed in 
nine points and had five blocks.

Peecher finished with eight points including two 3’s. Three-year 
starter Kilee Stavely, a senior guard, finished with just two points, 
but ran the game offensively and came up with numerous steals on 
defense. 

Stavely also gave credit to Mandy Wertz, Jill Tague, and Betha-
ny Peecher. “They are three of the top defenders in the state,” she 
told reporters.

Looking back at the state title game, Lenay (Goble) Ludwig said 
it was an accomplishment she will cherish forever.

“This was my third state championship game (we lost the first 
two). But this one was different. We seemed destined to be cham-
pions and I couldn’t have wished it another way. I was able to end 
my basketball career with a state champion. Could it be better?”

“It was an honor to “carry the torch”, so to speak, and bring 
home the school’s first state championship in any team sport,” said 
Lenay “Every player gave just as much effort in practice as they did 
in each game. Our team was not only talented, but our effort that 
year could not have been matched.”

“The memories of the state championship games are some that 
I will cherish my whole life, but I truly cherish all of the time spent 
with my amazing teammates and coach throughout the years just 
as much,” she said. “From our times at the University of Wyoming 
summer basketball camps, to the long bus rides to play some of 
the best teams in the state, to our early morning practices, I could 
never replace the memories and life-long lessons learned from my 
time as a Cardinal basketball player.”

Randel agreed, “Going undefeated wasn’t much that we thought 
about it. My senior year it was more about accomplishing a goal 
that hadn’t yet been achieved. Losing two state basketball cham-
pionships and one state volleyball championship going into that 
season, winning a gold ball was the goal—not going undefeated. 
Going undefeated was just icing on the cake.”

When asked about winning the first state championship in school 
history, Randel stated, “FINALLY! That was for sure my feeling. We 
had been on the losing end so many times and it was just such a 
relief to finally hold up the gold ball. I remember in the locker room 
Coach Peecher telling us that we needed to enjoy the moment and 
take it all in, especially the seniors. I remember just knowing we 
were going to win. I told our players to look to the crowd and it 
was just a sea of red. I don’t think anyone from McClave was going 
to miss this moment. I remember being up by double digits in the 
fourth quarter and Coach Peecher started subbing out the seniors 
one at a time. I remember finally being subbed out for the last time 
and hugging Coach Peecher and then hugging my dad (assistant 
coach David Stavely) and just crying happy tears. It was such a 
magical moment.”

2005
The Cardinals went back-to-back as they defeated North Park 58-
54 in a hard-fought close battle in the state finals. That win capped 
another perfect 25-0 season.

Key players included seniors Bethany Peecher, Samantha Stuart 
and Shellie LeForce along with juniors Mallory Cline and Kelsey 
Tague.

Cline was instrumental in the championship game; scoring the 
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final four points of the game including two free throws with 10.5 
seconds to seal the win. The free throws came after Cline blocked 
a potential game-tying shot from North Park and she was fouled on 
the rebound; setting the stage for her clinching free throws.

The junior scored a game-high 24 points, including 21 in the 
second half, and pulled down 15 rebounds. Cline was named the 
tournament MVP and was joined on the all-tournament team by 
Tague, who scored 12 points. 

“North Park had a great team and we were solidly down at half-
time,” recalled Mallory. “In the second half, we turned it around 
and ended up winning the game right at the end. We were an even-
ly matched team. Again, talk about an inspirational half time talk 
by Coach Peecher.”

 “We beat a very good team in North Park to win the state cham-
pionship and go 50-0!” recalled Shellie (LeForce) Portwine. “They 
were a scrappy team, and quick! I remember their coach yelling 
and screaming through the whole game...and not constructively.”

“Throughout my career we placed state runner-up in 2002 and 
2003 and were state champions 2004 and 2005,” Shellie added. 
“It was completely unimaginable to win two state titles but to go 
undefeated was astronomical!”

“I was part of the first two state championship teams (2004, 
2005),” said Bethany (Peecher) Shalberg. “We had lost two con-
secutive state championships in the Pueblo Events Center to Jules-
burg and Eads, and we would not settle for anything less. There 

was no way we were walking out of that arena empty-handed 
again. Playing and winning two state championships will forever be 
engrained in my memory as one of the best days of my life.”

2006
The Cardinals advanced to the 1A state championship game for 
the fifth consecutive year and they not only had a third title in their 
sights, but a date with history. The roster included five seniors Mal-
lory Cline, Callie Curry, Kelsey Tague, Josie Mallard and Andrea 
Buxton.

In the semifinals, McClave faced a rematch with North Park but 
won in convincing style 51-26. The win was the 74th straight by 
the Cardinals and gave them a chance to set a new all-time mark 
in Colorado for most consecutive wins. They did just that the next 
night as they rolled past Haxtun 57-43 for win #75 and a third 
straight state championship.

McClave held a 20-15 lead at halftime but Haxtun trimmed the 
margin to just two, 27-25, with 4:21 left in the third quarter. The 
Cardinals countered with a 5-0 run for a 32-25 lead but Haxtun 
answered with three points to make it 32-28 at the end of three.

Cline and Tague then went to work in the fourth quarter; spark-
ing a 9-0 run that set the tone for the rest of the game. 

The run was ignited by a three-point play from Cline, back-to-
back baskets by Tague, and capped with a basket inside by Cline. 
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After the run, the Cardinals were in control 41-28 and Haxtun nev-
er got closer than nine the rest of the way.

Cline, who was named tournament MVP for the second year in a 
row, totaled 23 points and 13 rebounds. Currey scored McClave’s 
final four points at the charity stripe and finished with seven points. 
Jerrica Mallard added seven points and Josie Mallard chipped in 
three points and seven steals. Tague and Buxton combined for just 
two points, but both seniors did their part on the defensive side.

“You could never imagine this could happen,” said Coach Peech-
er about winning a third straight state championship and setting a 
state record. “It was a magical ride to say the least.”

2007 AND BEYOND
By comparison to the previous three seasons, the 2007 club “strug-
gled” to only 15 wins and failed to reach the state tournament. But 
the Cardinals did open with victories against Vilas, Lamar JV and 
Springfield to capture the Ballard Classic title. Those wins stretched 
the winning streak to 78 games but it came to an end on December 
5th, 2007 in a 51-43 road loss at Las Animas.

“We had only one senior on the roster that year, so we were 
really young,” recalled Peecher. “We knew it was going to be a 
rebuilding year but we were competitive. We were aware of the 
winning streak but didn’t talk about it very much. I knew eventually 
that it was going to end that season”. 

“In the locker room after the game, our girls were very emotion-
al,” Peecher said. “They were sad because the streak was over. We 
talked for a long time after that game. It was positive. The loss just 
happened and it was okay. It ended up being a tough year and was 
the only year we didn’t go to state”.

The Cardinals returned to the “Big Dance” in 2008 and placed 
third and then returned to the top in 2009 with a fourth state 
championship in six years. They advanced again in 2010; marking 
a ninth trip to the state tournament in 10 years. They could not 
manage a win in two games there and closed the campaign with a 
22-3 mark. 

That season also ended the coaching tenure of Peecher. Over 
his ten-year career at McClave, the Cardinals compiled 224 wins 
against just 22 losses. They won four state championships, placed 
second twice and earned the third-place trophy two other years.

Below is a compilation of quotes from many of the players about 
the great run of McClave basketball from 2004-06. The quotes 
are edited due to space limitations in our magazine but can be 
seen in their entirety on ColoradoPreps.com. Go to the website 
and click on the Eastern Colorado magazine menu button to see 
all the comments.

WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE LIKE PLAYING FOR 
HEAD COACH DICK PEECHER?
Lenay (Goble) Ludwig:
“Mr. Peecher was my basketball coach from 3rd grade, through ju-
nior high, and throughout all four of my high school years. He had 
an uncanny way of motivating his players. Every person on the team 
worked just as hard in practice as they did in games, and I attribute 
much of this effort to the motivation provided by our coaches. We 
had a couple of assistant coaches in my four years of playing. Eula 
Meyers and David Stavely both did a great job of being the “yin” 
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to Mr. Peecher’s “yang” in terms of coaching styles. The year we 
went undefeated, David provided vast basketball knowledge and a 
calming demeanor for which I am truly grateful.”

 
Kilee (Stavely) Randel:
“Coach Peecher is a person who I am very fond of. I loved how hard 
he was on me, how he believed in me, and how he always held me 
accountable. Behind his yell and expectations is a man that cares 
and loves each one of his players.”

 
Bethany (Peecher) Shalberg:
“It was a dream come true to be part of a state championship team, 
not just one but two years with my dad as head coach. The fact that 
I was able to share that with him and my teammates was incredible. 
To be honest, my dad was tough on us... a lot of people only see 
his toughness, but he praised us even more than he yelled. He had 
the highest of expectations for every one of his players both on 
and off the court, which in turn not only made each of us better 
athletes, but better individuals.”

Shellie (LeForce) Portwine:
“Coach Peecher was a tough coach. He pushed you to your limits 
physically and emotionally on the court. If you were completely 
dead and had nothing left to give, he knew exactly what to do or 
say to get you to give just a little more... then a little more. He knew 
the game well.”

Samantha (Stuart) Befidi:
“Coach Peecher was one of the influential people in my life at that 
time. He was an incredible leader with a stern tone and personality, 
but a loving and giving heart. He cared about the girls and fostered 
a talent he saw in us all at a very young age. He knows how to mo-
tivate people better than anyone I had seen. He got us to play as a 
family when we were on the court and he encouraged us to never 
settle or be complacent. He wasn’t just a coach, he set me up for 
my work ethic and success for the rest of my life.”

Mallory (Cline) Griffith:
“I started playing for Mr. Peecher when I was in 3rd/4th grade 
league. I have tremendous respect for his ability to coach. He de-
manded the best of his players and recognized both effort and suc-
cess. I think the undefeated streak was a reflection of our many 
(many) years playing together - the dynamic was just right.”

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THE STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES?
Bethany (Peecher) Shalberg:
“There is nothing like the adrenaline you get while playing in a state 
championship. Of course, there was major nervousness before-
hand, but I felt completely confident in my teammates and coaches 
and just knew that it was our year to take the gold ball home. We 
beat Julesburg in 2004 and North Park in 2005, both great teams 
that gave us a run for our money.”

Samantha (Stuart) Befidi:
“In 2004, I remember the last minute of the game. I was on the 
bench and we were just looking at each other, like this is it, it’s 
about to happen, We all jumped up screaming and crying. Win-
ning a state championship the second time, was very much the 
same but there was a confidence that we had been there before 
and knew what to do. By the time we were at the championship 
game, there weren’t any nerves, just a countdown to the win.”

WHAT WERE THE KEYS TO ALL THE SUCCESS?
Kilee (Stavely) Randel:
“The keys to our success were that we all believed in each other 
and our coaches. We were a family. You would not just find us all 
together on the court, but you could find us together bring in the 
New Year, celebrating success, or just going to a movie. We were 
truly there for one another and loved each other. We wanted the 
same goals, and it did not matter how we were to accomplish those 
goals.”

 
Bethany (Peecher) Shalberg:
“Coach Peecher started working with us in practices, camps, rec-
reational leagues from 3rd grade on, and was constantly reminding 
us, “We have something special here.” The coaches were just as 
passionate about coaching the JV as they were the varsity, which is 
why Coach Peecher and his assistants built such a successful bas-
ketball program. We always played... TOGETHER.”
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By BROCK LAUE
When Bru Carreras was roaming the halls for the first time at Ida-
lia High School, coach Brad Wingfield didn’t know yet the type of 
player who would be joining his basketball program.

“The word on the street and his bio indicated that he played a 
lot of basketball and he could certainly have an opportunity to be 
an asset,” Wingfield said of his freshman point guard. “We didn’t 
know that he was going to be as skilled as he is until literally the 
start of basketball season. It was pretty evident at that point that 
he was better than advertised.”

For anyone adventurous enough to move to another country, 
finding a niche in the new community is essential. Partially through 
athletics, Carreras has found that at Idalia, joining both the foot-
ball and the basketball teams.

A foreign exchange student from Spain, the winter season is 

when he really excels. In fact, he ranks 6th in scoring in Class 1A 
at the moment, racking up 19.6 points per game. The results have 
shown in the win column with already more victories (6-6 record) 
than the Wolves tallied all of last season (4-16). Carreras is any-
thing but a typical newcomer. 

“Bru has a pretty fun skill set,” Wingfield said excitedly. “He’s 
played a lot of club ball in Spain and he has developed himself to 
be able to handle the ball at the point guard position really well and 
he can shoot well. He’s one of the missing pieces that we’ve been 
needing, which is a ballhandler.”

With Carreras in the fold, along with up-and-coming players like 
Caleb Wingfield (8.3 ppg), Dax Towns (7.3), and Yahir Enriquez 
(6.3), Idalia might be a threat to qualify for the state tournament. 
While it would be a tall task, the group has gelled and improved the 
past few months. 

“The players didn’t know each other, so we weren’t a cohesive 
team,” Carreras said. “By the end of December, we had a three-
game winning streak. After break, we lost to teams we should have 
beat but we didn’t move the ball like we should and we were static 
on the court. Now we are back in form.” 

It is all a process, a journey that is reminiscent of the twists and 
turns of life. Carreras, as the floor general and go-to scorer and 
playmaker for the Wolves, could act as a stabilizing force as the 
team looks to win more consistently. 

“We’ve still been learning how to play,” coach Wingfield said. 
“Anytime you insert new players in any system, it’s a growing tree. 
We’re still not winning at an incredible pace, but we’re certainly 

Exchange Student Making

Impact at
Idalia
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playing better than we have in the past and a lot of that is attribut-
ed to being able to handle and move the ball.”

Carreras has already left an imprint on the Idalia program, but 
how did he end up in Yuma County in the first place? 

“Chosen from over 200 boys, we selected Bru based on our con-
fidence that he would fit well with our large family (we already have 
four kids),” Lynne Cody said. “Hosting a foreign exchange student 
can be a rewarding experience for both the student and the host 
family. We already have kids in high school sports, so our schedule 
wasn’t significantly altered, but for those with younger kids, having 
a high school student can help build their involvement in the school 
community.”

Lynne and Kane Cody, the host parents of Carreras, already had 
experience in the role. 

“When the students leave, they truly are a member of the fam-
ily,” Lynne Cody said. “Our first exchange student has been gone 
for nearly two years and we are still close, having seen her several 
times since returning to her native Denmark.”

Unfortunately for Idalia’s opponents this season, Carreras will 
be seen and heard from many more times before he heads back 
to his home country at the completion of the school year. The 
five-foot-10 inch dynamo is contributing for the Wolves in every 
way with averages of 5.1 rebounds, 4.4 assists, and 2.6 steals per 
game. He has also finished with 20 or more points in six of the 
team’s first 11 contests.

Carreras’ skills can largely be attributed to his basketball roots 
in Spain.

“In Spain, we play in clubs and there are no sports in schools,” 
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he said. “Cities have multiple clubs where 
you play in a team based on age & skill. 
Those who are outstanding in their age 
group may even be invited to play with an 
older team. Clubs play nearly 12 months 
a year, while here the kids play multiple 
sports.”

His basketball experience has set him 
apart this winter. Carreras isn’t the team’s 
only newcomer from Spain, but senior Ja-
mie Rodriguez has a background in a dif-
ferent sport.

“He was a handball player in Spain, but 
he’s very athletic and he brings some grit 
and some ballhandling ability to our team 
as well,” Wingfield said.

With a few months of this season in the 
books, the Idalia coach found out what the 
arrivals would bring to their community.

“Both Bru and Jamie have been a joy for 
us to have here,” he said. “They’ve real-
ly brought a smile to us. We have a great 
dynamic and that goes for the rest of the 
team as well. It’s been fun to see parents 
come and fill the stands and travel well. It’s 
great energy in the boys’ program for the 
first time in quite some time.”
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By KERRY SHERMAN
The month of January saw a number of outstanding performances 
on the hardwood, across the region. These are some of the ones 
that caught our eye.

BOYS
Weldon Valley’s Colton Elliott opened the month with four dou-
ble-doubles in his first five games. The 6’3” senior recorded dou-
ble-doubles in eight of the first 11 games for the Warriors on the 
season.

Speaking of double-doubles, Arickaree/Woodlin’s Andy Miller 
registered one with 17 points and 17 rebounds in a loss to Strat-
ton/Liberty on Jan. 10th. His teammate, Michael McCaffrey 
stuffed the stat sheet on Jan. 18th in a 69-39 win over Bethune, 
recording 11 points, seven assists, seven steals, six rebounds, and 
five deflections.

Ben Miller of Genoa-Hugo leads the Pirates at nearly 19 points 
and more than 11 rebounds a night. The senior cranked out four 
straight games with at least 21 points in the month, giving him six 
such efforts in 11 contests. He also pulled down double figure re-
bounds seven times during that stretch.

Flying a bit under the radar because of his team’s struggles this 
season, Eads’ Damien Barnes had a monster effort in a loss to 
Stratton/Liberty on Jan. 5th. Barnes scored 10 points, and pulled 
down a career-high 23 rebounds for the Eagles.

While his scoring numbers in January didn’t quite match what 
they were in the first month of the season, Stratton/Liberty’s Jar-
et Lichty turned in a very solid defensive effort on the 18th. In 
his team’s 53-49 victory over Otis, the sophomore recorded a ca-
reer-high eight steals.

Yuma’s 6’8” Jakob Chrisman pulled down 10 or more rebounds 
in each of the first five games in January. The senior had dou-
ble-doubles in eight of Yuma’s first 11 games.

Samuel Uyemura went for a season-high 23 points in Wray’s 

70-57 victory over Idalia on January 17th. The sophomore hit 
six three-pointers in the game. He made 15 treys in the first four 
games of the month, and only attempted eight shots from inside 
the arc during the same stretch.

Lamar’s Austin Sneller had a perfect night shooting the ball in 
the Savages’ 75-36 victory over Ellicott on the 11th. The senior 
was 7-7 from the floor and 2-2 from the free throw line, establish-
ing a new career-high with 16 points.

Jon Nuschy scored a season-high 22 points and grabbed a 
dozen rebounds in a 38-34 loss to Manitou Springs right after the 
break. The La Junta senior had back-to-back double-doubles for 
the Tigers that weekend, combining for 38 points and 24 rebounds 
as La Junta went 1-1.

The month of January was rough on Fort Morgan, who dropped 
seven in a row to get the month going, but Nick Norris has been 
a bright spot. The 6’4” junior averaged 14 points and seven re-
bounds during that losing streak, including a career-high 28 points 
in the Mustangs’ 71-57 loss to Frederick on the 18th.

GIRLS
Kit Carson opened January with five straight wins, pushing its win-
ning streak to 63 games. Tess Hornung played a key role during 
the most recent stretch, scoring 21, 22, 25, 26, and 18 points. 
Olivia Isenbart pumped in a season-high 21 points in a 59-34 win 
over Holly on the 19th.

Youth leads the way at Briggsdale. Kylie Krise, a freshman, 
opened her high school career with a 21-point and later matched 
that tally in a game with Weldon Valley on January 10th. Sopho-
more Shelby Hoffman averaged better than 16 points a game in 
the first four games of the month for the Falcons, all victories.

Fleming sophomore Kendyl Kirkwood, who scored double fig-
ures in each of the first 12 games for the Wildcats, turned in a dou-
ble-double of 17 points and 20 rebounds against Sedgwick County 
on the 5th of January. She had four double-doubles in the first 

Top Performances in January

Jace Pittman (20 points) and Axel Henry (18 points) combined to score 38 in Sterling’s 63-54 overtime victory over Resurrection 
Christian on the 15th. At the time Sterling was unbeaten and ranked #1 in Class 3A, while the Cougars held down the #8 spot in 
the poll. Joe Skerjanec
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six games of the month. Freshman teammate Whitney Chintala 
handed out 44 assists during that stretch and came up one assist 
and two rebounds shy of a triple-double against Idalia on the 18th.

Micah Koolstra helped Arickaree/Woodlin snap a four-game 
skid with a 49-10 victory over Bethune on the 18th. Koolstra filled 
the stat sheet with 14 points, seven rebounds, seven assists, seven 
deflections, and six steals.

Simla’s Kegan Hamacher had a busy night of her own in the 
Cubs’ 58-48 win over Byers on the 8th. Hamacher tallied 19 
points, 10 rebounds, six steals, and five assists, recording her first 
double-double of the season.

Morgan Smith of Wray posted a triple-double on January 8th, 
with 18 points, 12 rebounds, and 11 steals against Burlington. 
Taby Jones opened the month with four straight double digit scor-
ing efforts. That included a 14 point, 10 rebound, five assist outing 
against Burlington.

Crowley County’s Rylee Haynes went for a season-high 26 
points against Las Animas on the 18th, helping the Chargers stop 
a four-game skid. It was the second time this season that Haynes 
had scored at least 20 in a game, both against the Trojans.

Jacquelin Alvey had a career-best 24 points in Fowler’s 49-40 
loss to Rocky Ford on January 12th. It surpassed her best scoring 
effort of the season by 10 points.

Brecken Payne posted a big night for Lamar in its 53-46 victory 
over Ellicott on January 11th. The senior recorded 17 points, 13 
rebounds, seven steals, six assists, and two blocks.

Amber Wolever established a new career-high with 21 points in 
Brush’s 85-34 win over Valley on the 15th. Her previous best was 
18.

After being held to just four points in a loss to Limon, Ryely 
Smartt scored 76 points over Genoa-Hugo’s next five contests, 
including a season-best 20 in a 44-30 victory over Arickaree/
Woodlin on the 12th.
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By KERRY SHERMAN
While a number of important league match-ups have already taken 
place, the homestretch of the regular season provides many others 
upon which to feast. Here are the top games for the month of Feb-
ruary in the region.

GIRLS
FEBRUARY 1ST

Swink visits Holly, having already claimed a 59-26 victory over the 
Wildcats in December. Why, then, does this one merit mention? 
Both teams are highly ranked in the RPI as Holly played strong bas-
ketball in the month of January and there is a good chance these 
two could bang heads a third time in the 2A District 6 tournament 
later in the month.

Otis has a chance to win the YWKC league crown, and the run 
of important games for the Bulldogs begins when they host Arick-
aree/Woodlin on this date. The Bulldogs entered late January tied 
with Arickaree/Woodlin and Idalia for the top spot in the league, 
and those two met just as the publication was going to press. Otis 
will also host Idalia on the 8th, so one of the three teams will either 
win the league outright, or a three-way tie will occur.

FEBRUARY 8TH

Limon will be looking to put a hammerlock on the Union Pacific 
title when the Badgers visit Byers. A win for the Badgers and they 
should earn the crown, but things get interesting if Byers gets the 
“W”. The Bulldogs fell to Genoa-Hugo earlier in the season, and 
Limon handed the Pirates a loss in their meeting, so Byers can cre-
ate a three-way tie atop the standings with the upset.

FEBRUARY 12TH

Just as you shouldn’t judge a book by its cover, Lamar and La Junta 
show that it can be wrong to judge a game based upon the records 
of the participants. While these two rivals have had rough sea-
sons, this is still a match-up in which exciting things happen. Need 
proof? They met on the final day of the La Junta Holiday Shoot-out 
and the Tigers came back from a 12-point fourth quarter deficit to 
down Lamar, 48-47. La Junta will have the home court edge this 
time, too.

FEBRUARY 14TH

Love might be in the air on Valentine’s Day, but none will be found 

Top Games for the 
Month of February

Zaine Mikita (#21) and the Byers Bulldogs are involved 
in three of the top games for February as they face Yuma 
and Denver Christian on back-to-back nights and then 
battle Limon on February 8th in the likely Union Pacific 
championship game. Steven Vetter
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on the hardwood. South Baca will visit rival Springfield and it’s 
likely that the Arkansas Valley title will be at stake. Both teams 
entered late January unbeaten in league play, but Springfield had 
only faced one conference opponent at that time. If both run the 
table, the winner of this contest should be in line for the top seed 
in the 1A District 3 tournament a week later.

FEBRUARY 15th

The final Friday of the regular season has two very important 
match-ups on tap. First, the High Plains crown could be on the 
line when McClave visits Kit Carson. Sure, Kit Carson entered late 
January with a 63-game winning streak intact, but crazy things 
happen in sports, so you have to keep an eye on this one. Also, if 
Kit Carson finishes the season unbeaten, with a third consecutive 
state title, the Wildcats would break McClave’s state record of 75 
straight wins. The Cardinals might just use that as extra motivation 
leading into this contest.

The Lower Platte will also most likely crown a champion on this 
date, as Yuma visits Haxtun. Both were unbeaten in league play 
late in the month of January, and, while both teams still have plen-
ty of obstacles in their path as they make their way to this game, 
both could very well enter the contest atop the LPAA. Haxtun will 
join the 1A District 5 field this year, so these two won’t meet again 
in the postseason.

BOYS
FEBRUARY 1ST

The month gets off with a bang, as Cheraw visits Kit Carson with 
the winner most likely claiming the High Plains crown. The teams 
had vastly different Decembers, as Cheraw came out of the gates 
red-hot, while the Wildcats dealt with a number of injuries that 
carried over from their run to the 6-man football championship 
game. Once healthy, they reeled off four straight wins to begin 
January.

Fans will also be treated to a rematch of last year’s 2A semifi-
nal thriller between Yuma and Byers. Yuma won that game 58-54 
and went on to win the state title. The Indians will be at home for 
this important RPI game, and they will face a Byers squad that has 
three double-digit scorers.

FEBRUARY 2ND

The fun doesn’t stop for either Byers or Yuma, who are both in-
volved in three of the key games this month. For the Bulldogs, 
round two has them visiting Denver Christian. The winner could 
be in line for the #1 seed for the 2A District 4 tournament. Denver 
Christian already owns a win over Limon, while Byers meets the 
Badgers later in the month.

Yuma begins an important round robin in the Lower Platte, 
hosting Merino. Those two, along with Haxtun, should provide the 
LPAA champion. All three will be in different districts, with both 
Haxtun and Merino dropping to 1A for the postseason.

Second place in the 3A Tri-Peaks is up for grabs when Lamar 
visits St. Mary’s. Vanguard is in control of the division, having al-
ready beaten both squads, so the winner should have a firm grasp 
on the #2 spot in the league.

FEBRUARY 7TH

Merino and Haxtun hook up for the second time this season, with 
this one counting in the league standings. The Rams earned a 36-
34 victory this first time around, but Haxtun was a bit shorthanded 
in that meeting. If Merino upsets Yuma and then completes the 
season sweep, the Rams could claim the championship, although, 
Wray could still factor into the mix. Haxtun needs a win here to 
make their meeting with Yuma more interesting.

FEBRUARY 8TH

Limon and Byers square off with the winner most likely earning the 
Union Pacific title. Both own wins over Genoa-Hugo, who is the 
closest challenger in the standings. Again, if Byers pulls off a win 
over Denver Christian a week earlier, the Bulldogs could be in line 
for the #1 seed at districts, while Limon needs a win to muddy up 
the picture.

FEBRUARY 12TH

As noted in the girls’ section, you can throw out the records when 
talking about rivalry games such as Lamar against La Junta. While 
Lamar has had the better season, competing for a high spot in the 
league, the Tigers are stuck in the middle of the pack. But La Junta 
pushed the Savages during their meeting in the Holiday Shoot-out, 
eventually losing 56-45.

FEBRUARY 15TH

The final leg of the LPAA round robin has Yuma visiting Haxtun. 
As laid out above, the winner of this could be the outright league 
champion, or this could create ties atop the league standing.
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Post-season basketball is quickly approaching as teams in late Feb-
ruary begin the quest for a state championship. Teams in Class-
es 1A and 2A take part in district tournaments with top qualifi-
ers advancing to regional tournaments. District tournaments are 
played on the 3A level with qualifiers then advancing directly to the 
32-state tournament bracket.

In Class 1A, the top three finishers from Districts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
and 8 advance to regional tournaments with the top two from Dis-
tricts 1 and 7 sending their top two to regionals. 

In Class 2A, each district with the exception of brackets 3 and 
5 will send their top four qualifiers to the regional tournament. 
District 3 has three qualifiers and District 5 will send their top five 
teams to regionals. 

In Class 3A, there are seven districts with each team sending 
their top two clubs to the state tournament. The remaining 18 
berths are determined by RPI standings at the end of the regular 
season.

Games listed below are at home sites unless otherwise noted.

CLASS 1A DISTRICT TOURNAMENTS
DISTRICT 2 – Lamar Community Building
Teams: Cheraw, Cheyenne Wells, Eads, Granada, Kit Carson, Mc-
Clave
Quarterfinals Tuesday February 19th
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

DISTRICT 3 – Lamar Community College
Teams: Kim/Branson, South Baca, Springfield, Walsh, Wiley
Quarterfinals Tuesday February 19th
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Friday February 22nd 

DISTRICT 4 – Northeastern Junior College
Teams: Briggsdale, Caliche, Fleming, Longmont Christian, Merino, 
Peetz, Prairie, Weldon Valley

Quarterfinals Tuesday (Boys) February 19th
Quarterfinals Wednesday (Girls) February 20th
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

DISTRICT 5 – Semifinals & Finals at Wray HS
Teams: Arickaree/Woodlin, Bethune, Flagler/Hi Plains, Haxtun, 
Idalia, Stratton/Liberty, Lone Star, Otis
Quarterfinals Tuesday (Girls) February 19th

Quarterfinals Wednesday (Boys) February 20th
Semifinals Friday February 22nd
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

DISTRICT 7 – Semifinals & Finals at Colorado Springs Auditorium
Teams: Colorado D&B, Cripple Creek, Deer Trail, Edison, Elbert, 
Evangelical Christian, Genoa Hugo, Kiowa, Hanover, Pikes Peak 
Christian
Quarterfinals Tuesday (Boys) February 19th
Quarterfinals Wednesday (Girls) February 20th
Semifinals Friday February 22nd
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS
Region 1: March 2nd – Glenwood Springs High School
Teams consist of the top two qualifiers from Districts 1 and 7. 
Champions from each district face the runner-up from the other 
with winners of both games advancing to state.

Region 2: March 1-2nd – Northeastern Junior College Sterling
Teams consist of the top three qualifiers from Districts 4, 5, and 
8. Top three seeds will earn first round byes to Saturday and play 
winners from Friday. All three winners on Saturday qualify for the 
state tournament.

Region 3: March 1-2nd – La Junta High School
Teams consist of the top three qualifiers from Districts 2, 3, and 
6. Top three seeds will earn first round byes to Saturday and play 
winners from Friday. All three winners on Saturday qualify for the 
state tournament.

CLASS 2A DISTRICT TOURNAMENTS
DISTRICT 2 – Semifinals & Finals at Northeastern Junior College
Teams: Akron, Holyoke, Sedgwick County, Wiggins, Wray, Yuma
Quarterfinals Tuesday February 19th
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

DISTRICT 4 - Semifinals & Finals at Vista Peak HS
Teams: Burlington, Byers, Clear Creek, Denver Academy, Denver 
Christian, Front Range Christian, Limon, Lotus School, Platte Can-
yon
Pigtail Round Saturday February 16th
First Round Tuesday February 19th

Post-Season Basketball Dates
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Quarterfinals Wednesday February 20th 
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 

DISTRICT 6 - Semifinals & Finals at Otero Junior College
Teams: Crowley County, Fowler, Hoehne, Holly, John Mall, Las 
Animas, Rocky Ford, Rye, Swallows Charter, Swink
First Round Thursday-Saturday February 14-16th
Quarterfinals Monday February 18th 
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Friday February 22nd 

DISTRICT 8 - Semifinals & Finals at Col. Springs City Auditorium
Teams: Calhan, Colorado Springs School, Dolores Huerta, Foun-
tain Valley, Miami Yoder, Peyton, Simla, Thomas MacLaren
Quarterfinals Tuesday (Boys) February 19th
Quarterfinals Wednesday (Girls) February 20th 
Semifinals Thursday February 21st
Championship Round Friday February 22nd 

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS
Eight regional tournaments will be conducted across the state on 
March 1st and 2nd with winners advancing to the state tourna-

ment in Loveland. Four teams will qualify for each bracket with 
district champions serving as hosts. Seeds will be determined by 
RPI points. Two first round games will be played on March 1st with 
the winners meeting on March 2nd to crown the champions. 

CLASS 3A DISTRICT TOURNAMENTS
PATRIOT: Championship Round at UNC-Greeley
Teams: Brush, Eaton, Estes Park, Frontier Academy, Liberty Com-
mon, Platte Valley, Resurrection Christian, Sterling, Strasburg, 
University, Valley
First Round Friday February 15th 
Quarterfinals Tuesday February 19th
Semifinals Wednesday February 20th 
Championship Round Friday February 22nd 

TRI PEAKS: Semifinals & Finals at Pueblo Central HS
Teams: Atlas Prep, Buena Vista, Colorado Springs Christian, Ell-
icott, Florence, James Irwin, La Junta, Lamar, Manitou Springs, 
Salida, St Mary’s, Trinidad, Vanguard
Quarterfinals Tuesday (Boys) February 19th
Quarterfinals Wednesday (Girls) February 20th 
Semifinals Friday February 22nd
Championship Round Saturday February 23rd 
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By NICK JURNEY
Superstition is common in athletics. Wrestling is no different.

Some wrestlers say a little prayer, or point to the sky. Some 
wrestlers practice the same warmup routine, down to the steps 
they take, before each match. Some wrestlers simply put the ankle 
band on the same leg every time.

But what Jade Cozart of Cheyenne Wells High School does is 
different. It’s special.

Cozart has a unique handshake with his coach that they do be-
fore every match. They did the handshake before every match of 
Cozart’s freshman year. And before every match of his sophomore 
year, the first year that he qualified for the Class 2A state tourna-
ment.

But now, in Cozart’s senior season, the handshake is very dif-
ferent. It’s different because in June 2017, his coach and men-
tor—24-year-old Tyson Mitchek—died unexpectedly.

Now before every match, Cozart, currently ranked No. 4 at 138 
pounds for the Tigers, goes into the locker room and says a prayer. 
And he does his handshake alone.

“It was really hard (last year),” Cozart said. “I had my struggles. 
Honestly, I was thinking about quitting. There was no way I wanted 
to go out there without Tyson coaching me. But I reminded myself, 
‘Tyson wouldn’t like it if you just quit, if you gave up.’ So now be-
fore every match I go into the locker room and do (the handshake), 
imagining he’s there.”

Cozart and fellow senior Dawson Worley, who is ranked No. 1 at 
195 pounds, are the only two remaining wrestlers from Mitchek’s 
much-too-short tenure. In fact, the seniors make up two-thirds of 
the entire wrestling room, joined only by freshman Evan Worley.

Both placed as juniors at the 2A state tournament a year ago—
Worley was fourth and Cozart sixth—a mere eight months after 
Mitchek died unexpectedly in his sleep.

The small town on Colorado’s eastern plains was rocked by the 
death of the young coach.

“Tyson had a personality that was larger than life... He was 
well respected by our student athletes as well as our community,” 

Cheyenne Wells athletic director Mike Miller said. “He had worked 
hard to represent himself and his school and he had those same 
high expectations for his athletes.

“He will never be forgotten by anyone who knew him, and his 
legacy is still evident in the lives that he touched.”

Miller hired Mitchek to be the Tigers’ wrestling coach after hav-
ing seen him come up through the ranks in youth wrestling, middle 

Wrestling
with Tragedy,
Cheyenne Wells 
Looks to Triumph

Dawson Worley is the number one ranked wrestler in Class 2A 
at 195 pounds. Ashton Mitchek
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school, and through his own state podium performances in high 
school.

Mitchek was an all-state football player and placed fourth as a 
junior (171) and third as a senior (215).

Those podium performances were made possible, at least in part, 
by Mitchek’s upbringing. His father, Sam Mitchek, is a longtime 
farmer in the community and former coach at Cheyenne Wells. 
His siblings, siblings, and cousins all wrestled as well—sometimes 
to the chagrin of a young Tyson.

“We were definitely a wrestling family,” said Mitchek’s brother 
Dustin Steelman, who is nearly a decade older than Tyson and was 
a state placer himself. “He had to grow up tough with all of us 
roughing him up and practicing moves on him. (Later) he started 
whooping my butt... I was on the mat coaching with Sam during 
Tyson’s last match his senior year. He got third and it was the 
proudest moment of my life up to that point.”

After college, Mitchek returned to his hometown and took to 
coaching the sport he loved—and coaching took to him. 

With Cozart and Worley as the cogs, the Tiger wrestling ma-
chine, which had never finished higher than third in the state tour-
nament and hadn’t produced a state champion since 1997, was 
primed to rev up again.

But the loss of Mitchek hit the team, and the community, hard. 
Some wrestlers couldn’t make it through the next season.

The unexpected death of a beloved coach, coupled with a shrink-
ing student population—Miller says only 36 students are enrolled 
at Cheyenne Wells—leaves the program in limbo after Worley and 
Cozart wrestle their final matches in February.

But despite the uncertainty surrounding Cheyenne Wells wres-
tling, the goal for Cozart is still clear-cut.

“We have these old-school singlets in the wrestling room that 
Tyson used to put on,” Cozart said. “When I placed at state last 
year, I hung my medal on the wall next to one of the singlets. This 
year I want to hang that giant bracket and a gold medal next to it. 

“He was our coach, our mentor, our friend... I want to win state 
for Tyson. It would mean the world to me.”

During his senior season, Jade Cozart goes into the 
locker room before every match for a handshake and 
prayer to honor his former coach. Ashton Mitchek
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By BETSY BARNETT
Most people understand the process of building a house. The 

cornerstone (or foundation stone or setting stone) is the first stone 
set in the construction of a masonry foundation, important since 
all other stones will be set in reference to this stone, thus deter-
mining the position of the entire structure. Next comes the foun-
dation. A good foundation requires a lot more than digging a hole 
and pouring some concrete into forms. It must be tailored to its 
site like a custom suit, taking into account soil conditions, water 
tables, even the quality of the backfill. And as with a custom suit, 
every detail must be perfect: the base properly compacted, the 
formwork set up right, the concrete free of voids. Neglect even 
one of these, and the most carefully poured foundation can fail. 
The walls are what holds everything together upon the base of the 
house. They provide protection and a place to hang awards and 
photos of loved ones. They separate those inside from those on the 

outside. Finally, the roof is applied to the house. It is the crowning 
achievement that gives comfort, protection and joy to all inside. 

The basics of building a strong house that withstands the ravages 
of time cannot be understated. If one of these four elements—the 
cornerstone, foundation, walls, and roof—are not built correctly 
and maintained the building will fail and crumble to the ground. 

There’s a grand old building located in Wray, Colorado that will 
soon be razed as the community continues to build its future. It 
was built right—with a strong cornerstone, well-developed founda-
tion, solid walls, and protective roof. The Buchanan Middle School 
Gym is a place where the Wray Wrestling powerhouse program 
was born. It’s the home of a wonderful tradition of wrestling where 
the community cheered, a legendary coach led by example, many 
years of blood, sweat and tears were shed, and a new emerging 
hope for future glory lives. 

On a cold Thursday evening in mid-January hundreds of Wray 

The House that Wray Built

The 2019 Wray Wrestling team and fans stand for the National Anthem during the final dual meet to be held at the old Buchanan 
Middle School gym where the Wray Wrestling history began in 1957. Wray Wrestling
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Eagle Wrestling fans packed into the old Buchanan Middle School 
Gymnasium in Wray for a high school dual wrestling match be-
tween the 2018 defending state champion Eagles and Ogallala 
(NE) High School. Many of the Wray wrestlers were wearing sin-
glets worn by past state champions from the 1980s. There really 
wasn’t enough seating in the old building to support the number of 
people who wanted to watch, first the Wray Middle School wres-
tlers and then, the high school dual meet. But it was more about 
the venue on that night, than whether the fans were comfortably 
seated. This would be the very last (ever) dual wrestling meet to be 
held in the old building as a new middle school is scheduled to be 
built on the same property where the current elementary school 
and high school are located. 

According to Dave Fix, the first state wrestling champion Wray 
ever had in 1957, the gymnasium was built in 1954 as the first 
wrestling team in Wray began its legendary tradition that same 
year. 

“When I was in the 8th grade our class (1957), was moved from 
the elementary school to two class rooms on the west side of the 
old high school. We had a perfect vantage point to watch the con-
struction of the new gymnasium. The wooden beams came in on 
semitrucks and were off loaded and stored on the ground in back 
of the school. C.C. Carson Construction did a wonderful job build-
ing that great addition to our High School at the time. My fresh-
man class boys’ basketball team won the first game played in the 
new gym over Julesburg. The wrestling program was started that 
year (1953-1954). I switched from basketball and started wrestling 
when I was a sophomore.” 

Thus, began arguably the most legendary small school wres-
tling program in the state of Colorado. Once they had the facility, 
it didn’t take long for the community-backed wrestling program 
to gain state status in 1957. That was the year Dave Fix became 
Wray’s first wrestling state champion winning the 145 lb. state ti-
tle in the small-school (2A) division. That was also the year Wray 
won their first team state championship. In addition to Fix’s title, 
Bill Bullard was the 165 lb. champion, Larry Renzelman won the 

Heavyweight title, Jake Bigner was runner-up at 175 lbs., and Cliff 
Castor was 4th at 127 lbs. They took five to that state tournament, 
and it took all five of them to win it.

If that 1957 team set the cornerstone to the Wray Wrestling leg-
end, the foundation was laid down when Coach Bob Smith arrived 
in Wray fresh out of college in 1958. 

Smith was a high school state champion himself wrestling for 
Denver North High School in 1953 and 1954. He went on to win 
the 115 lb. RMAC championship wrestling title for the University of 
Northern Colorado in Greeley. Upon graduating, the young upstart 
chose to leave the front range and settle amidst the isolation of 
the eastern plains because he chuckles, “Well, I needed a job and 
Wray had an opening.”

All these years later, it is hard to describe in words the impact 
one individual had to a program, a school, and the Wray communi-
ty. Smith, who is now 82 years old and lives in Johnstown back on 
the front range, was a bigger-than-life coach, teacher, and admin-
istrator at Wray from 1958 to 1991. During his time at Wray, he 
coached 39 state champions and won 10 team state titles includ-
ing in 1960, 1965, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1985, 
and 1988. During Smith’s tenure Wray’s dual win-loss record was 
a phenomenal 337-73-9. 

“Bob Smith was a natural coach,” stated Donny Rogers, a long-
time friend and one of Smith’s past wrestlers, “He knew wrestling 
and could get the kids’ full commitment by making it about them.” 
Rogers went on to describe how Smith built the program from the 
bottom up by first laying the foundation. “He developed the ele-

The first Wray Wrestling State Champions receiving 
their trophy including Cliff Castor, Dave Fix, Bill Bull-
ard, Larry Renzelman, Jake Bigner.  The Wray Coach 
was Ronald “Toon” Eastin. Wray Wrestling
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mentary wrestlers, worked with them through their middle school 
years, and then brought them to tremendous successes when they 
got to high school. His work ethic was legendary as he would spend 
hours with the kids and on the mats. His knowledge of wrestling 
and fair treatment of his kids gained the full respect and admira-
tion of the community.”

From 1958 through 1991, Smith coached 39 state champions, 
his teams won the 10 state titles, and earned 7 state runner-up 
trophies. His first team state championship at Wray came in 1960 
and included three state champions: Dan Fix in the 133 lb. divi-
sion, Charles Briggs at 103 lbs., and Frank Engel at 138 lbs. 

Smith enjoyed coaching some phenomenal athletes who would 
quickly become legends in the small town of Wray, as well as 
throughout Colorado. He would coach a handful of wrestlers who 
were multi-year champions. They include such dominating wres-
tlers like Dave Keeler (1968, 98 lbs.; 1971, 132 lbs.); Rick Barker 
(1976, 145 lbs.; 1977, 145 lbs.); Scott Barker (1983, 132 lbs.; 
1984, 155 lbs.); and Scott Stults (1988, 105 lbs.; 1991, 135 lbs.).

But perhaps the story of the Fix Family is the most prestigious 
as the sons of Dave and Dan Fix, pioneer state champions from 
the early years of the Wray legend, won a combined 8 individual 
state championships for Wray during the 1980s. Two Fix brothers 
and one Fix cousin were all state champions on the Wray team that 
won their 10th state team title in 1985. That team actually had 
four individual state champions for Coach Smith including Dusty 
Fix (98 lbs., 28-1); Darius Fix (126 lbs., 28-3); Doug Lenz (145 
lbs., 24-0); and Derek Fix (155 lbs., 25-0). 

Even more remarkable, brothers Derek Fix and Dusty Fix 
reached achievements very few individuals can only dream about. 
Derek Fix has one of the best overall career records in CHSAA 
history at 108-1 losing in the state semifinals in his freshman year 
placing third. He was a three-time state champion winning in 1984 
(145 lbs., 30-0), 1985 (155 lbs., 25-0), and 1986 (155 lbs., 23-0). 
Derek Fix is also in the CHSAA record books for Most Consecutive 
Matches Without Being Scored On (22); Highest Career Wrestling 
Win Percentage (.991); Most Varsity Wins (108); Most Consecutive 
Varsity Wins (84); and Most Pins (67). He went on to wrestle on a 
full scholarship at Oklahoma State University. 

Dusty Fix, a year younger than his brother Derek, lost a total of 
2 matches throughout his high school career, but won them when 
they counted as the smaller brother became Wray’s first and only 
four-time state champion winning in 1985 (98 lbs. 28-1), 1986 
(112 lbs., 14-0), 1987 (112 lbs., 14-0), and 1988 (119 lbs., 27-0-
1). Dusty Fix was also on the1985 and 1988 Wray State Champi-
onship teams. He was a two-time All-American and would join big 
brother Derek at OSU the next year.

The foundation that Coach Bob Smith instilled in brothers Dusty 
and Derek Fix was groomed and honed at OSU. The brothers met 
and married Oklahoma girls and settled in the state as they raised 
their own families. Dave Fix, who often attended his grandchil-
dren’s meets, would join them in Oklahoma in his later years. The 
Fix family wrestling tradition blew up onto the national and even 
international stage when Derek’s son, Daton Fix, began to catch the 
attention of the wrestling world. Daton Fix attended high school at 
6A Sand Springs High School and became a four-time Oklahoma 
state champion. He sports a perfect, undefeated preps career. Da-
ton wrestled on the national and international stage in the junior 
nationals. He was recruited to Oklahoma State University last year 
where his dad, Derek Fix, is an assistant coach. Currently, Daton 

Coach Bob Smith coached at Wray from 1958 to 1991 
and is arguably one of the most prolific wrestling coach-
es in Colorado wrestling history.
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Fix is ranked 2nd in the nation in the 133 lb. division and was 
undefeated on the season until he lost, 3-1, on January 19th to 
Mikey Phllipp at the Fitzgerald Fieldhouse in Pittsburg during a 
long road trip with the OSU team. He will be in the hunt for a na-
tional championship in February.

Daton Fix is also slated to qualify for the 2020 Olympics to be 
held in Tokyo, Japan.

Coach Bob Smith had an enormous impact in the remarkable 
success of the Fix family, as he has in the lives of so many others. 
Besides putting his heart and soul into the kids each and every day, 
Smith also got involved politically in Colorado Wrestling. For many 
years, Smith advocated at the state level to bring all five classifi-
cations together at one venue for the state wrestling tournament. 
Smith believed, “Little schools needed to be seen the same as big 
schools.” He goes on to explain, “I proposed to hold the state 
tournament in the biggest venue we could get our hands on.” By 
1987, he became the president of the Colorado Wrestling Coaches 
Association and was able to get the board of control to agree to 
bring all classifications to McNichol’s Arena in Denver. And, as they 
say, history was made as the new format was universally accepted 
and has grown in importance ever since with the Pepsi Center as 
the present venue. Each year 18,000 fans attend the tournament. 
Smith says, “It’s one of the premier tournaments in the nation.” 

During those foundational years in Wray, the Smiths raised their 
children along side the children of the families Bob coached. Bob 
remembers, “It was the friendliness of the community, the support 
of the parents, and the respect from the kids that kept us there all 

those years. It was a great place to raise our family.”
Bob coached his two sons during those amazing years in Wray. 

Shaun Smith was a state champion at Wray in 1982 and is now a 
wrestling coach in Durango. Scott Smith was also a strong wrestler 
at Wray and was awarded a wrestling scholarship at Chadron State 
College. Tragedy struck the Wray Wrestling community in 1982 
when Scott was killed in an automobile accident while attending 
Chadron. He is buried in Wray. In reflection, Bob says, “If it hadn’t 
been for wrestling and the wrestling community in Wray, I don’t 
know if I would have survived the loss. My coaching kept me busy. I 
still go back often and when I visit his grave, the old sadness comes 
back, but I’m able to remember the good times in that community. 
They pick each other up.”

Through the years, an uncommon number of automobile ac-
cidents and other tragedies have hampered the Wray Wrestling 
family. Most of the current coaches have lost siblings, cousins, 
or children in auto accidents. A couple of recent state champions 
lost their lives tragically, as well. According to Rogers, “The Wray 
Wrestling family has had it’s share of tragedy. It’s one of the things 
that have made us stronger as a community and as a program. We 
have a special bond that might not otherwise have been there. For 
instance, when one of the coaches lost a daughter, the funeral ar-
rangements were paid for by 8 am the next morning by members 
of the wrestling community in order to relieve some of the stress 
for the family.” 

Through the years, Smith was recognized with so many awards 
that they are too numerous to mention here. Some of the most pres-

Three generations of Fix wrestling royalty take a few mo-
ments during a recent wrestling camp in Wray.  PIctured are 
Dave Fix  (1st Wray state champion in 1957), Dave Keeler 
(Fix cousin; two-time state champion in 1968 & 1971), Derek 
Fix (three-time state champion in 1984, 1985, & 1986), 
Dusty Fix (Wray’s only 4-time state champion in 1985, 1986, 
1987, 1988), Daton Fix (4-time and undefeated state cham-
pion from Oklahoma and currently a top-ranked collegant 
wrestler at Oklahoma State University). Amy Collins
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tigious includes induction into the Colorado High School Coaches 
Association in 1989; induction into the CHSAA Hall of Fame in 
1998; National High School Coaches Association Wrestling Coach 
of the Year in 1984; and Colorado Association of Wrestling Coach 
of the Year a total of 8 times. On April 3, Coach Bob Smith will be 
inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame in Denver.

In an interview in the Greeley Tribune for the upcoming Hall of 
Fame induction, Smith tried to summarize why he, and ultimately, 
the Wray wrestling program was so successful. “I believed in the 
kids, and I got them to believe in me. We developed trust in each 
other. The state titles were memorable, but it also was rewarding 
to help make a gentleman out of a young man on and off the mat.”

Rogers, who wrestled for Coach Smith from 1977-1981 said of 
Smith, “Bob loved kids unconditionally. In Wray the expectations 
were set high. What he and his wife gave to this community and 
our kids is unheard of.”

Sadly, after the 1991 season Smith made the very difficult de-
cision to leave the community where he not only had had such 
incredible professional success, but also where he and his beloved 
wife Margie raised their family. “I had always wanted to be chal-
lenged and hoped to be able to coach at the college level. When 
the Hays (University) opportunity arose, I knew if I didn’t give it a 
try, I’d probably end up wishing I had.”

At Fort Hayes State University Smith coached 13 All-Americans 
from 1992-2001 and was named the RMAC Coach of the Year in 
1997. He led Hays to four Top-12 national finishes in his last four 
years of coaching. From his time at Hays, Smith was inducted into 
the Kansas Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame in 2001 and inducted 

into the Fort Hays State Sports Hall of Fame in 2017. 
After 43 years on the mat as a wrestling coach, Smith retired 

back to Colorado where he still holds clinics across the state and is 
a standard at the Colorado Wrestling State Tournament each year 
at the Pepsi Center. “He still pops up in the most random plac-
es,” Rogers laughs, “Coach Smith mentors and advises the current 
Wray coaches and wrestlers, and they all love having him there.” 

During the years after Coach Smith left, the Wray Wrestling Pro-
gram slowly slid into disrepair as petty politics and lack of expec-
tations took its toll upon the program. Wray was still known as a 
wrestling town as they had a handful of state champions through 
the next thirty years, including a two-time state champion in Jeff 
Rusher in 1999 and 2000. 

The walls of the Wray Wrestling program, however, were up but 
no one wanted to work hard enough to put the roof on the pro-
gram. To make it whole. To keep the traditions and pride alive and 
safely covered. For 30 years the foundation was there hidden in the 
dirt of jealousies and petty fighting as the walls stood hoping that 
someone would come to save the program.

Enter Matt Brown, head coach of the 2018 Wray State Wrestling 
Champions. Brown, who wrestled for Coach Smith and understands 
the deep abiding love Smith had for the program and the kids in it, 
came back to Wray 11 years ago and took on a program that was 
struggling and had fallen in disarray. Using the same principles as 
his mentor, Brown uncovered the Wray foundation and fixed up the 
walls. He brought excitement and high expectations back to Wray 
Wrestling. As Smith did before him, Brown and his many coach-
es have developed a stellar elementary, middle school, and high 
school program. Marty Buoy coaches the elementary kids, Tyler 
Richards guides the Middle Schoolers, and Brown grooms the high 
school wrestlers. However, one very special concept is that any and 
all of these coaches are interchangeable. Matt Brown and the other 
coaches works with the elementary kids the same as he works with 
the more advanced wrestlers. At all levels, high expectations are 
practiced. They stay organized through the quiet, but vital work 
of Jeremy Dirks who is an expert in Track Wrestling scoring and 
runs the well-known Bob Smith Invitational Tournament each and 
every year. Dirks also organizes the Elementary program behind 
the scenes.

Finally, it was time to cap things off—the roof to the Wray wres-
tling program needed to be donned. Many other past teammates 
such as Dave Keeler, Donny Rogers and current Wray parents 
were there to assist Matt Brown as he slowly brought the pride 
back to Wray. When Brown proposed it was time to actually build 
a much-needed state-of-the-art wrestling room for the program 
at the current high school, the $325,000 was raised in less than 
a month. According to Rogers, “Matt Brown is successful because 
Matt Brown believes in kids. He gets extraordinary results out of 
ordinary kids.”

Brown believes in his wrestlers. He places them in the weight 
classes where they athletically can be successful. He teaches his 
kids to embrace a high level of competition by scheduling tourna-
ments and duals with big schools such as Fort Morgan and Sterling. 
They travel to big tournaments in Nebraska and Kansas. Brown will 
bring Smith back to mentor and talk to his wrestlers. In the sum-
mers, he brings winners like Daton Fix to instruct in their camps. 

“The biggest thing Matt Brown has done is to bring excitement 
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back to Wray,” explains Rogers, “The stands are now filled with 
older fans who don’t have any family connection to the wrestlers. 
And when they get a pin—well—it’s pandemonium! Wray holds the 
Most Pins record and it’s a source of pride for them.” As one lady 
from Wiggins recently said, “I hate it when Wray gets a pin…the 
sound is deafening.”

Last year’s state championship represented a dominating ef-
fort where the Eagles had 13 weights filled and had won the team 
championship before the final round had even begun. This year, the 
2019 Eagles have had their share of challenges but are where they 
need to be at this point in the season. Despite losing three wres-
tlers from last year’s team, they are dominating their opponents at 
every dual and tournament. Currently, seven Wray wrestlers are 
ranked in the top four in their weight classifications including Cole 
Rockwell at 106, Cade Rockwell at 113, Tyler Collins at 138, Em-
manual Huerta at 152, Cade Hillman at 160, Carlos Tarin at 170, 
and Jeron Lippert at 285. Cade Rockwell and Tarin are returning 
state champions. All but four Eagle wrestlers are ranked in the top 
10 out of 14 classifications. Brown thinks this group’s progress is 
ahead of last year’s team by at least a week. 

In reference to this year’s state tournament, Brown adopts the 
same philosophy as Smith did before him, “Discipline and Desire. 
Each man on his own for his team and his school. If he does his 
job—he’s a state champion.”

The Ogallala dual at the old Buchanan Middle School Gym was 
one for the books as Wray dominated the bigger school in nearly 
every weight. The fans cheered with tears of nostalgia in their eyes. 
At the end of the night, the fans climbed down from the stands for 
the last time, the lights were turned out, and the creaky old doors 

on the house that held so many memories were shut for the very 
last time. 

Although the old Buchanan Gym will soon be torn down, the 
true House that Wray Built is standing stronger than ever. It is built 
upon the soil of a community with rock solid support of the Wray 
Wrestling program. The first stone set down, the cornerstone that 
every other stone is set in reference to, is the 1957 Wray State 
Championship team led by Dave Fix who was the anchor and first 
state champion to come out of Wray. It’s strong and unshifting 
foundation was built by Coach Bob Smith as he put in place the 
building blocks of hard work, perseverance, respect, responsibil-
ity, teamwork, unselfishness, dedication, mentorship, sacrifice, 
success, and love for each other. Over the years the walls were 
built by the many teams that came through the program. Wres-
tling legends such as Dusty and Derek Fix, Dave Keeler, Rick and 
Scott Barker, Scott Stults, and Jeff Rusher adorn the walls with 
championship banners, trophies, and photos of the family heroes 
of days gone by. Those walls remind those who currently live in the 
House that Wray Built where they came from and what is expected 
of them. And, finally, after many years of struggle, the roof for the 
house was added by Wray Head Coach Matt Brown as he used the 
strong support of the house’s foundation to protect the current 
program that is dominating the Colorado small school wrestling 
scene. Within the House that Wray Built is an eternal flame within 
the fireplace located in the heart of the house. During the winter 
months, especially as the calendar turns to February, the fire burns 
stronger as the heat in the house is turned up for the current occu-
pants who live there.
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Wrestling
Results in
January

January was another very 
busy month for Eastern 
Colorado Wrestling 
clubs as they hosted 
several events and took 
part in other marquee 
tournaments across the 
state.

Burlington’s Louis Aguilar captured individual championships 
at both the Wiggins and Lamar Tournaments in January.
Kami Witzel
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MEL SMITH HUSKY INVITATIONAL – FLORENCE 
HIGH SCHOOL
Team Standings
1. Eagle Valley – 168.0
2. Eaton – 159.5
3. Pagosa Springs – 151.5
4. Valley – 141.5
5. Lamar – 137.5
6. Elizabeth – 126.0
7. Weld Central – 106.0
8. Classical Academy – 93.5
9. Sterling – 92.0
10. Olathe – 86.0
Brush placed 11th with 82.5 points and La Junta 19th with 63.0

Individual Champions from Region
120: Ethan Andrade – Lamar (Champion)
126: Zach Loft – Sterling (Champion)
170: Wyatt Pfau – Brush (Champion)

Other Area Placers (Top 4)
120: Isaiah Gamez – La Junta (2nd)
132: Zane Rankin – Lamar (3rd)
138: Walker Kee – Lamar (3rd)
145: Oswaldo Nunez – Brush (4th)
182: Nick Wellen – Brush (2nd)
182: Mason Wakeham – Bennett (3rd)
285: Sy Spitz – Lamar (2nd)

EADS INVITATIONAL
Team Standings
1. Cheyenne Mountain JV – 172.0
2. Lamar JV – 172.0
3. County Line – 158.0
4. Dumas TX – 93.0
5. Holly – 89.5
6. Limon – 59.5
7. Ellicott – 50.0
8. Baca County – 42.0
9. La Junta JV – 23.0
10. Elizabeth – 22.0
11. Greeley County KS – 12.0
12. Calhan – 11.0
13. Stratton – 9.0

Individual Champions from Region
106: Cade Wurst – Lamar
126: Brendyn Nordyke – Holly
132: Austin Crum – Holly
138: Aiden Michel – County Line
160: Derek Miller – Lamar
170: Grayden Flint – Holly
182: Justin Wright – Baca County
195: Dawson Roesch – County Line

220: Jayce Bauer – County Line
285: Chris Felan - Lamar

Other Area Placers (Top 4)
106: Crystalyn Felan – Lamar (2nd)
113: Kellen Kappel – Limon (2nd) 
120: Tate Krentz – County Line (2nd)
120: Elijah Barber – Lamar (3rd)
120: Levi Hancock – Baca County (4th)
126: Coy Spitz – Lamar (2nd)
126: Gavin Page – Lamar (3rd)
126: Riley Wilson – La Junta (4th)
132: Ky Bandy – Limon (2nd)
145: Brandon Orozco – Lamar (2nd)
145: Gustavo Hernandez – Lamar (3rd)
145: Bradyn Tacha – Limon (4th)
152: Cade Zordel – County Line (2nd)
160: Zack Fowler – County Line (2nd)
160: Bryan Perez – Lamar (4th)
170: Ross Gruenloh – Lamar (2nd)
170: AJ Wilk – County Line (4th)
182: Angel Medina – County Line (4th)
195: Abe Rosales – Holly (2nd)
285: Zander Estep – Lamar (3rd)
285: Chase Stolzenberger – County Line (4th)

Fowler’s Seth McFall won the 113 pound title at the 
Lamar Invitational in January. He starts a run at another 
state championship in February. Fowler Schools
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WIGGINS INVITATIONAL
Team Standings
1. Greeley Central – 149.0
2. Yuma – 141.5
3. Burlington – 115.0
4. Wiggins – 109
5. Akron – 105.5
6. Soroco – 103.0
7. Byers – 61
8. Littleton – 54
9. Merino – 44
10. Valley 42.5

Individual Champions from Region
106: Marc Barkdoll – Wiggins
120: Brody Despard - Byers
126: Matthew Frank – Merino
132: Seth Dorrenbacher – Akron
138: Michael Gutierrez – Burlington
145: Justin Traxler – Akron
152: Louis Aguilar – Burlington
160: Trent Elliott – Merino
182: Carsen Reese – Akron
220: Devon Harshman - Wiggins

Other Area Placers (Top 4)
106: John Smith – Yuma (2nd)
113: Laden Sampson – Akron (3rd)
113: Colton Dennison – Byers (3rd)
113: Matakeasji Rodriguez – Burlington (4th)
120: Brandon Chase – Sterling (3rd)
126: Jaydon Castillo – Burlington (2nd)
126: Braden Smith – Yuma (3rd)
132: Blaze Brophy – Yuma (2nd)
132: Jesus Hernandez – Burlington (3rd)
138: Joey Ross – Yuma (2nd)
138: Cody Murray – Byers (3rd)
145: Brynden Wilson – Wiggins (2nd)
145: Yahir Trejo – Yuma (4th)
152: Xavier Smith – Yuma (4th)
170: Derrick Poss – Akron (2nd)
170: Braden Witzel – Burlington (3rd)
170: Jaden Hansen – Yuma (4th)
182: Lukas Carpentar – Wiggins (2nd) 
182: Tarren McDonald – Yuma (4th)
195: Cayden Lynch – Yuma (2nd)
195: Dillon Harshman – Wiggins (3rd)
220: Jose Ruiz – Yuma (3rd)
220: Austin Garcia – Sterling (4th)
285: Isaac Mantey – Burlington (2nd)
285: Bano Villareal – Wiggins (4th)

LAMAR INVITATIONAL
Team Standings
1. Lamar – 294
2. Brush – 167.5
3. County Line – 136
4. Crowley County – 123
5. Yuma – 117
6. Burlington – 116.5
7. Dumas TX – 88
8. Holly – 73.0
9. Swink – 62.0
10. Fowler – 57.5

Individual Champions
106: Caleb Rigsby – Lamar
113: Seth McFall – Fowler
120: Erick Urbina – Brush
126: Ethan Andrade – Lamar
132: Zane Rankin – Lamar
138: Walker Kee – Lamar
145: Oswaldo Nunez – Brush
152: Louis Aguilar – Burlington
160: Adam Schulz – Crowley County
170: Wyatt Pfau – Brush
182: Nick Wellen – Brush
195: Dawson Worley – Cheyenne Wells
220: Jayce Bauer – County Line
285: Sy Spitz - Lamar
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BRUSH INVITATIONAL
Team Standings
1. Loveland – 175
2. Yuma – 138.5
3. Brush – 124
4. Strasburg – 71
5. Highland – 66
6. Holyoke – 53
7. Kiowa – 49
8. Palmer – 43
9. Resurrection Christian - 39

Individual Champions
106: Kobi Johnson – Loveland
113: Diego Hernandez – Brush
120: Logan Lewis – Highland
126: Isaac Lujan – Loveland
132: Blaze Brophy – Yuma
138: Collin Larsen – Loveland
145: Cody Donovan – Loveland
152: Wyatt Walts – Kiowa
160: Luis Chafino – Holyoke
170: Chase Barnett – Brush
182: Kouper McQuigg – Loveland
195: Thomas Mettlen – Brush
220: Chad Sutherland – Strasburg
285: Cameron Nolin - Loveland

OTHERS
TOP OF THE ROCKIES: Fort Morgan placed 14th and Rocky Ford 
25th. James Hochanadel was the top individual placer for Fort 
Morgan as ended up third at 220 pounds. Kase Givens finished 4th 
at 152 and Rocky Ford’s Jesse Tapia ended up fifth at 195.

TRINIDAD INVITATIONAL: Crowley County grabbed sixth place 
and Swink seventh at the one-day event. Fowler ended up 11th 
overall. Swink’s Matthew Mendoza at 145 and Crowley County’s 
Adam Schultz at 152 both claimed championships. Crowley Coun-
ty also received second place finishes from Tach Brewer (126), Jar-
ed Bauer (152), Jorge Valdez (160) and Lane Walter (220). Adam 
Nolte of Swink ended up second at 132 and Kaleb Fisher third at 
152. Fowler placed two others in the top four with Seth McFall 
second at 106 and Orin Carnes fourth at 160. Cheyenne Well’s 
senior Jade Cozart placed fourth at 138.

STRASBURG: The host Indians totaled 76 points for a sixth place 
finish. Chad Sutherland won the individual title at 220 pounds and 
Trevor Smith placed runner-up at 195. Both Blake Combs (170) 
and Jesse Burt (285) ended up third.

BENNETT: The Tigers placed third as a team and crowned four 
individual champions on the day. Joe Jordan (145), Mac Copeland 
(160), Cody DuBois (170) and Mason Wakeham (182) each won 
their division.
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By BROCK LAUE
To be considered for All-American honors in volleyball, a candi-
date needs to have a bundle of accomplishments.

As the only freshman recognized as an all-state member in Col-
orado (first or second team by CHSAANow) and among the na-
tional leaders for her age in both kills and digs, Whitney Chintala 
checked plenty of boxes. The sensational outside hitter also led 
Fleming to the 1A state semifinals. In December she was deco-
rated with her highest honor yet as a member of the Freshman 
All-American Team named by MaxPreps.com.

“It was an unexpected surprise and a humbling honor,” Chin-
tala said. “I credit my teammates and coaches for helping me to 
achieve this honor. I take pride in representing Fleming volleyball 
for all the athletes and coaches who have paved the way for my 
success. I proudly wear the Fleming name and am blessed to be a 
part of this program.”

A relatively young team that held the No. 10 seed in the state 
tournament, Fleming came of age in reaching the semifinals (de-
feated by La Veta). Chintala’s 539 kills and 639 digs lifted the 
Wildcats and ensured they would find their place among the sto-
ried Fleming contingents. The program has reached 10 of the past 

Fleming Freshman Named

All-American
by Maxpreps
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13 title matches in 1A, claiming six crowns in that stretch, and the 
freshman wanted their run of excellence to be continued.

“I am proud of my team of only eight girls that qualified for the 
state tournament for the 13th consecutive year despite the fact 
that we were supposed to be in a ‘rebuilding’ year,” she said. “I 
was also proud that we finished in the final four. We continued the 
tradition of Fleming volleyball finishing in the Final Four or greater 
every year that we have been at state.”

Whitney’s older sisters, Megan (2015 grad) and Bailey (class 
of 2018), left their own mark on the program during the remark-
able 13-year semifinal streak. Megan went on to compete at North 
Platte Community College and Chadron State College and Bailey is 
currently a member of the North Platte program. The family bleeds 
green and black as their mother, Lisa, is also the athletic director.

“I followed them to practice, camps and games since I was able 
to walk,” the youngest sister said of tagging along with Megan and 
Bailey. “I watched what they were doing and always tried to do the 
things they were doing on the side. We played countless hours of 
volleyball in the living room (we never broke anything) and in the 
backyard. I look up to both of them and aspire to accomplish what 
they have done.

“My brother was also a big influence on me growing up because 
he was also a great contributor to his teams. They have all won a 
state championship and that is also a goal I would like to achieve.” 

Of course, Chintala has already accomplished quite a bit during 
the early stages of her prep career. She finished second in all Colo-
rado divisions in total kills and was second in 1A in digs. Her num-
bers were so lofty that Chintala was fifth in kills and third in digs 
out of all freshmen across the nation, according to MaxPreps. On 
top of that, she’s a versatile force in basketball with averages of 9.7 
points, 6.2 assists, 4.5 rebounds, and 4.3 steals per game for a 
team with a 10-2 record through mid-January.

Although she plays in the smallest classification in the state, Tom 
Mauldin believes her achievements in volleyball were transcendent 
as a first-year.

“Not every school has 2,000 or more students, but we don’t wish 
to exclude an outstanding high school volleyball player,” Mauldin, 
in charge of the All-American selection process for MaxPreps, said. 
“When a player makes an impact against their opponents regard-
less of school enrollment, they get noticed. And when possible, 
they get recognized. Her school may have been small, but her per-
formance was big.”

The All-American teams are chosen based on criteria such as 
all-state honors, college interest, coaches’ opinions, postseason 
success, and statistics.

“It is a rarity for a freshman to be named first team all-state in 
any classification,” he added. “The bigger the match, the bigger 
Chintala played. All of her statistical averages increased during the 
postseason.”

Whitney Chintala
Kills: 539 (led team)
Aces: 47 (led team)

Digs: 639 (led team)
Serve Rcv: 507 (team 2nd)



Ranked fourth at 220 pounds in Class 3A 
by On the Mat, Hochanadel put together 
a strong effort to finish third at the rugged 
Top of the Rockies Tournament this month. 
His effort helped the Mustangs place 14th 
overall. Hochanadel reached the third-place 
match by beating Sergio Casas of Rio Ran-
cho NM in a 5-3 decision and then grabbed 
the third place medal by injury default over 
Jesus Alvarado of Kelly Walsh WY.

Andrade collected two individual tourna-
ment championships in January including 
a win over a defending state champion to 
land the 120-pound title at the Florence 
Tournament. Andrade also grabbed the 
126-pound championship of the Lamar In-
vitational; one of five individual champions 
for the host Savages. He was most recently 
ranked #2 in Class 3A in the 126-pound 
division by On The Mat.

Robinson buried the game winning basket 
as time expired in leading Yuma to a come-
from-behind 40-38 win over arch-rival 
Wray on January 11th. Robinson finished 
the game with a team best 14 points and 
added eight rebounds, three assists and 
three steals. Through 11 games, the de-
fending state champions are 8-3 with Rob-
inson averaging 18.2 points, 7.5 rebounds, 
2.5 assists and 2.6 steals.

The freshman averages a team best 16 
points, five rebounds, three assists and 
three steals a game for the highly ranked 
Falcons. She’s been in double figures in 
every game this season including three 
contests with 21 points. She reached that 
total again and added five rebounds and 
five steals in the Falcons important win over 
Fleming in December.

back page heroes
PRESENTED BY

QUALITY STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Special Pricing Available

Act Now

Kylie Krise
Briggsdale

Ethan Andrade
Lamar

Cody Robinson
Yuma

James Hochanadel
Fort Morgan


